
Introductory Guidance 
for Outdoor Event 
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Who we are - Our Charitable 
Purpose 
Wiston Lodge is a charity that was 
established to provide a residential 
and day visit experience in a safe rural 
env i ronment o ffe r ing peop le , 
especially the young and those who 
are vulnerable or at risk, the time and 
space to explore themselves and their 
abilities.  

What We Do 
We work with children, young people 
and adults to ensure everyone 
achieves some or all of our key 
outcomes: • Increased confidence & 
self-esteem • Deeper connections to 
self, others, and the environment • 
Understanding of own resilience • 
Success & achievement • New Skills • 
New friends • Fun & laughter • 
I n c re a s e d p h y s i c a l & m e n t a l 
wellbeing. We do this through four 
act iv i ty programmes: outdoor 
adventure, nature connections, 
creative arts and Path of the Little 
People. 

Email: info@wistonlodge.co.uk Phone: 01899 850228

mailto:info@wistonlodge.co.uk
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Site Use 
To support our charitable work, we 
welcome groups who can make use of 
our facilities for other purposes - 
whether i t s t r a i n i ng , event s , 
weddings, festivals, retreats etc.  

Whilst we are open to welcoming a 
wide range of groups - sometimes 
due to limitations of our facilities, the 
law or local community we need to 
set guidelines for what we can offer. 
Scottish right of way laws also mean 
we cannot restrict access to the 
grounds unless the organiser is 
granted an events license by the 
council. Many local people from the 
village use the grounds to exercise 
their dogs, however they should keep 
their distance from any groups on 
site. 

Using the House 
The main lodge, its group rooms and 
bedrooms are available for hire. We 
are not a hotel, and as such cannot 
take individual bookings - we 
welcome organised groups so the 
organisers should arrange the 
logistics of any overnight stay.  

To ensure maximum income for the 
charity, we ask that groups commit to 
using as much of the space as 
possible - we look for a minimum of 
25 people staying in the house at 
least 2 nights for residential groups 
that are supporting our charitable 
work. 

Using the Grounds 
We have 52 acres of mixed woodland, 
open grass space and flat Victorian 
lawns that groups can make use of. 

We have 3 small/medium marquees 
that can be hired from us (please ask 
for more info) and can be erected for 
events either on the camp field 
(pictured) or the bottom lawn by the 
main house.
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Insurance 
Wiston Lodge has insurance that 
covers damage caused to or harm 
caused by anything that belongs to us 
- our proof of insurance can be 
provided if necessary. For events, it is 
the responsibility of the organisers to 
arrange appropriate public liability 
insurance for their specific event. 

Parking 
Wiston Lodge has limited parking 
around the main house - this can be 
extended for larger events to use our 
camp field (weather dependant, it can 
get boggy!) At weekends there is also 
further parking available at the school 
next door. 

Food and Catering 
For outdoor events, Wiston can 
provide a cafe with hot drinks, snacks 
and meals for breakfast, lunch and 
d i n n e r d e p e n d i n g o n y o u r 
requirements and the size of the 
event. Timings and requirements 
should be arranged on booking. 

Risk Assessments 
We carry out Risk Assessments for all 
the specific outdoor activities we do 
with groups. For events, it is the 
responsibility of the organiser to 
create one for their specific event. We 
are happy to provide guidance with 
this if needed. 



4

Toilets 
For large outdoor events we have 
limited toilets - for events expecting 
more than 50 people, we recommend 
organisers look into the hire of 
portaloos. We hope to increase our 
capacity soon with additional toilets.

Rubbish Disposal 
We have limited rubbish capacity - we 
ask organisers to ensure they have a 
plan for leaving no trace on site 
before they leaving and if necessary 
take rubbish away with them.

Dogs on Site 
Dogs are very welcome on site at 
Wiston Lodge. We do ask that owners 
please keep dogs under control at all 
times, as we may have other groups 
on site who are not so keen on them. 
Any mess should also be cleaned up 
and disposed of in the bins at the 
back of the main lodge.  

Support dogs only are allowed inside 
the main lodge 

Please be aware that we are 
surrounded by farmland that does 
have livestock. Whilst we have a good 
relationship with our neighbours, they 
may shoot any animal scaring their 
livestock. Credit: Sarah Farnsworth
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Hire Costs 
As each outdoor event is different and 
not in our usual line of work, each is 
costed individually. Please do get in 
touch to discuss your ideas with us and 
what would be required and we will 
send you a quote. 

As a charity, any profit we make goes 
straight back into our work with 
vulnerable young people. 

Questions 
If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with 
us and we’ll do our best to answer 
them 

www.wistonlodge.com 

Staffing 
Wiston Lodge will have a key 
member of staff on-site during the 
event - known as a Duty Manager. 
They are there to assist with 
logistics and look after Wiston 
Lodge facilities.  

It is the organisers responsibility to 
provide staff/volunteers for things 
such as taking money at the door, 
first aid (although all our staff are 
first aid trained), and general 
management of your group/event. 

http://www.wistonlodge.com
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